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A members-only haven at West Hollywood's Petit Ermitage Hotel

The rooftop club and Butterfly Bar's quiet, European setting is a welcome break from L.A.'s crowded night life, so long as you're on the guest list...

The rooftop at Petit Ermitage has long been a favorite hangout for those in the know, and now the hotel has stepped up to make it like a mini-Soho House.
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For some Angelenos over 30,finding aplacetogo out on aweekendwithout dealingwith loud,crow ded clubs and tacky barshas
become nothing lessthan night life'sholy grail. Increasingly, many are even willingtopay annual duesfor the privilege of a semi private
experience via member sclubs such as Scho House. But lately, Soho House hasbecome too busy andloudfor acertain swath of
drinkers,leaving preciousfew optionsfor W estsi de socialites.

Enter the bohemian private r ooftop club and Butterfly Bar at West Hollywood's Petit Er mitage Hotel . Call it the anti -Soho Hou se.
Fashi oned after private Eur opean salons,the nearly 6,000-square-foot deck of the small boutique hotel tucked on a si de street off San
Vicente Boulevardhasbeen re-i magined as a membersclub since late 2009, sl owly gaining a reputati on locally as a smart, quiet
surrogate for analogous scenes at Chateau Marmont and Socho House. Perfect for war m summer nights.

Last month, asthousands jammed Sunset Boulevar dbar sfor the annual Sunset Strip Music Festival ,all was quiet on the roof of the
hotel just bl ocksaway from the concert,with a Serge Gainsbourg song softly playing in the back ground asar ound two dozen members
sippedwine and cocktails on faux fox rugsin front of a gasfireplace.

"Thisis specifically an anti-scene," said Petit Er mitage co-owner Stefan Ashkenazy from the deck.

"Any place that is ‘the place'will soon not be anyplace,"the LosAngeles native added. Still, the rooftop club,like Soho House, does try
tobuildrapport with guests aroundcurated events. Every Sunday i s movie night, for example, and chefscook special dinnersfor
members every Thursday poolsi ce.

Ashkenazy has goneto great lengthsnot to advertise or publicize the Butterfly Bar andpoolsi de deck. Last year,the elevator went under
key cardlock down sothat only hotel guestsand members are able toenjoy the views. The only way to getinistobook aroomat the
hotel ,be a member or beafriend of a member."If y ou're with goodcompany ,there's surprisingly few placesin LosAngelesto actually
enjoy that company in a quiet place," he explained.

Member s such asphotographer Philippe Bialoboscan't i magine hanging out anywhereelsein L.A."There's some kind of status quohere
where it doesn‘t really matter whoyou are or whatyou do ... it's more how you exchange with other sthat matters," he said. "It reminds
me of the South of France." "There's nojudgmentshere," sai d Rachel Deadman, a Swissnational who says she was offereda
membership at Soho House yet chose Petite Ermitage instead. "It'snot like What cany ou dofor me' here. Everyone's just relaxed.”

Design elements on the roof come from all over the worl d—w ooden doors are from Egypt, art i sfrom France (Erté greets those just off
theelevator) and tiles are from Holland. Vogue Italiahas shot editorials on the roof. The rest of the club follows suit: The gar den brims
with night-bl coming jasmine, a salt water pool ,custom cabanaswith cloth canopiesfor privacy .

"Traditi onally ,hotel sin Eur opean citieswere the center of life,” Ashkenazy said. The hotelier,whose father built many of West
Hollywood'sbest-known properties (the Bel Age, L'Er mitage Beverly Hills, etc.) in the 1990s, has gone to great lengthsto ensure
members and hotel guestscan enjoy a memorable, Eur opean-style eveningswell intothe night (though the deck closes earlier on some
weeknights)."We cater toa creative,relatively youthful ,well 4traveled set,” he said. "Thisis a great place to have chance encounter swith
interesting strangers."



